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CREA TING A MARGIN OF EXCELLENCE
------------------------------------------------------------ Chair by Chair

Butler Funds
allow
innovation to
occur in the
Electrical
and
Computer
Engineering
Department
at UMaine.

GREAT TEACHERS ARE THE HALLMARK
of a great university. Establishing a Chair or Professorship in
one of the many colleges or departments at the University of
Maine makes great teaching possible by creating a margin of
excellence — support for extraordinary faculty to create,
expand and explore.
HOW WILL YOU BE REMEMBERED?

Help the University of Maine rise to new levels
of great teaching. Follow your heart’s desire, and
leave a mark that will educate and inspire the
leaders of tomorrow.

AN ENDOWED CHAIR
bears eloquent testimony to your
generosity, vision, and love for the
University of Maine.
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To learn about the
University of Maine Foundation

and its services, please call

Sarah McPartland-Good today.
1-800-982-8503

JOHN FIELD, BUTLER PROFESSOR
Established by the Henry R and Grace V Butler
Professorship in Electrical Engineering

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE FOUNDATION

BEQUESTS • LIFE INCOME TRUSTS AND ANNUITIES • GIFTS OF REAL ESTATE, FOREST LAND, AND LIFE INSURANCE
PO Box 2220, Bangor, ME 04402 / 207-947-5100 / 800-982-8503 / 207-947-6193 FAX / uo umaine edu/foundation

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHARITABLE GIVING
"Tliis is mankind's age-old dilemma in the face of death: what man really
fears is not so much extinction, but extinction with insignificance. Man

wants to know that his life has somehow counted, that it has left a trace,
a trace that has meaning. And in order for anything once alive to have

meaning, its effects must remain alive in eternity some way."

Ernest Becker

Uur University of Maine alumni and friends give to charity,
including gifts to the University of Maine Foundation for the
benefit of the University of Maine, for many reasons.
• Some seek to give back to the communities or institutions
they perceive to have helped make them what they are
today.
• Others know that people who volunteer or are involved in
charitable work are healthier and happier than those who
do not.

• Others seek to benefit from the many tax incentives built
into the tax codes, including income tax deductions, estate
tax deductions and the minimization of capital gains taxes.

• Others seek to protect their real estate from development
and to assure professional management of their forest land
for the long term.
Sarah McPartland-Good, Esq.
Planned Giving Officer
University of Maine Foundation
B.A., University of Southern Maine
J.D., Franklin Pierce Law Center

"An investment in the University of
Maine and its students is the ultimate

investment. The staff at the University of

• Others seek to increase retirement income through life
income plans.
• Others seek to fund an endowment to ensure the perpet
uation of ideals and achievements they believe are worth
preserving because they perceive that the benefits of
endowment are eternal.

• Others know that institutions which are dependent upon
state funding depend upon private support to create a
margin of excellence that expands beyond the constraints of
public funding and tuition revenues.

Maine Foundation, which includes

professionals schooled as attorneys and
certified public accountants, is available

to be of service to you and to help you

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE FOUNDATION

explore your financial and

Established in 1934, the University of Maine Foundation is an
independent, non-profit 501 [c](3) organization. It exists to encourage
gifts and bequests for the benefit of the University of Maine.

charitable goals."
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the university, how come I

don't get all the alumni
publications?
Yes, we know it's a bit confusing, and for that we apologize.

Let's see if we can clear things up.
The General Alumni Association is independent and self

funded. Its dual purpose is to serve you, our alumni, and to
support the University of Maine

To meet those goals we run a membership program and an
Annual Alumni Fund The two programs are distinct and nec

essary, because of the restrictions of our tax laws and our notfor-profit status. But that distinction, which is clear to us, can
seem blurry to folks not involved with the GAA Here's a simple

explanation that might help

You become an alumni association member by sending in a
completed membership form along with your $30 nontax-de

ductible dues. That money goes to support many services like

alumni activities, advocacy work on behalf of the university,
publications, student groups, etc. With your membership dues

you get lots of benefits, including four issues of our classnotes

publication, Mainely People, and all three issues of MAINE maga
zine. The IRS says that payment for benefits and services can't

be tax-deductible.
A donation to the Annual Alumni Fund is tax-deductible. It
goes to support academics, athletics, and the arts at UMaine. A
donation can be designated to a certain area of the university, or
undesignated, in which case it will go where the need is great

Publications Committee
Nonni Hilchey Daly '59
Nancy Morse Dysart '60
H Allen Fernaid '54
Joseph Herbert '58
Douglas E Kneeland '53
Fred B Knight '49 (Chair)
Richard W Sprague '51
Daniel R Warren '79

est. With your donation you'll receive just two publications—

MAINE is published three times per year
by the General Alumni Association of the
University of Maine The editorial office is
located at the Crossland Alumni Center,
PO Box 550, Orono, ME 04473-0550
Telephone 207/581-1137 Third class
postage is paid at Burlington, VT 05401

ber and a donor—lots of alumni do. That's the ideal way of keep
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the fall and summer issues of MAINE magazine. Such a limited

token of appreciation falls within IRS guidelines.
So, a donation to the annual fund doesn't make you an alumni
association member and your membership dues don't make you
a donor to the annual fund. Of course you can become a mem

ing your alumni association strong and independent, maintain
ing high quality at the university, and guaranteeing that you'll

receive all alumni publications.

Let Sprague
become your shining light.

Sprague Energy has been a beacon of dependability in delivering fuels and bulk materials for over 125
years. In today’s turbulent times of mergers, takeovers and abandonments, that’s very comforting news.
With our network of thirteen deepwater and inland terminals and multiple throughput facilities, strategi
cally located along the Northern Atlantic Seaboard, we stand ready to assist you with old-fashioned service.
Sprague can help to keep your business on course with a dependable and economical supply of fuel oil,
gasoline, jet fuel, diesel fuel, kerosene, coal, natural gas and electricity, as well as material handling services.
Now that you’ve seen the light, call us at 1-800-225-1560 and we’ll connect you with a terminal nearest
you (where you’ll talk to a person; not a machine).

>1 AN AXEL JOHNSON l\C COMJ AM

Home Office 195 Hanover Street. Suite One, Portsmouth, N.H 03801
Terminals Albany, NY Bucksport. ME • E Hartford. CT Newington. NH (2) Oswego. NY Portsmouth. NH
Providence. R1

Quincy. MA (2)

S Portland, ME

Searsport. ME

Stamford. CT

CU ® home
ome

University
Credit Union’s
FREE*
home banking
service
CU

home

With CU@home you can:

uu

UNIVERSITY CREDIT UNION

Download account transactions
into personal financial software
View account histones
Make transfers between accounts
Apply for loans
• Request checks
Obtain tax information
Obtain direct deposit information
E-mail the credit union for inquiries

Orono Branch Rangeley Road, University of Maine, Orono, Me 04469-5_’79

207-581-1458 1-800-696-8628 1-800-992-8628 Out of state
Portland Branch 391 Forest Avenue, Portland, ME 04101-2001

207-772-1906 1-800-455-1906

* Checking account required Call UCU for eligibility requirements, as an
alumni of the University of Maine system, you and your family automatically
qualify for membership Membership requires a $25 00 minimum balance and
a one-time membership fee of $5

You
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News In Brief

Number of
incoming
students up 21
percent

that no conclusix e answers
about the connections to
the deaths could be
reached
In addition, all areas of
the building have been
checked and appioved for
proper ventilation A few
rooms that don't have ven
tilation systems have been
closed until systems can be
installed
In preparation for the
start ot the academic year,
Aubert Hall also received a
thorough cleaning by a
professional company
And old chemicals have
been safely removed from
labs and storerooms
F inally, to help alleviate
safety concerns, occupants
of Aubert Hall have estab
lished a safety committee
to penodically check the
building's labs It will also
develop new safety train
ing material that will be
given to all the occupants
of Aubert Hall

The Class of 2002 turned
out to be one ot the largest
in recent years A total ot
1,430 new first-year stu
dents became members of
the UMaine community
That number represents a
21 percent increase over
last year's entering class
At a September 1 press Alumni Association board member Bion roster '68, '70G was
conference, UMaine presi one of the volunteers who spent August 28 helping UMaine's
dent Peter Hoff expressed Class of 2002 move into their dormitories. The Association also
his enthusiasm for the in maintained an information booth and helped organize a verv
successful evening rally for the new UMaine students.
creased enrollment as well
as for the 43 new faculty
members
tinues to yield results, with
"I am particularly
81 ot Maine's high school
proud to express my excite valedictorians and salutament and optimism about torians enrolling
at
the students, faculty, and UMaine this fall, up from
staff of the University of 65 last year and more than L ast June, the death of
Maine, and about the uni double the average of 3.5 Brian Green, the 63-yearversity itself," he said "We per year before the pro old chair of the UMaine
are entering a new era."
gram was introduced
chemistry department,
The average SAT score
More than half of the spurred concern over the
for members of the new members of the Class of safety of the department's
freshmen class is 1088—es 2002 aspire to attend grad home in Aubert Hall
sentially the same as last uate school Forty-four per- Green died from a brain
year's average of 1090. The | cent say that getting good tumor, the same cause of
UMaine class average ex I grades is their most unpor- death of another UMaine
ceeds the national average 1 tant concern
chemist, Paul Louis As the new academic year
by 71 points and is 82
Seventy percent of the Goodfriend, in 1995 The began for the University of
points above the state av new students indicated two men had adjacent of Maine System, 24 courses
erage.
that UMaine was their first fices and had worked for were available on the Inter
Twenty-two percent of choice of a college
UMaine for 35 years and 25 net (11 of those by
the new students finished
UMaine) That is double
Because UMaine gradu I years, respectively
in the top 10 percent of ated an unusually large
An epidemiologist from the number that were of
their high school class, number of students last the University of Ala- fered last year By next year
while 40 percent finished in year, the university's over bama/Birmingham came that number is expected to
the top 20 percent. The uni all enrollment remains to campus to investigate ! double again
versity's "top scholars" about the same at a little the safety of the 84-yearThe increase in on-line
scholarship program con- over 9,000 students.
old building. She deemed courses reflects the grow

Probe finds no
cancer link in
Aubert Hall

r

|

Internet courses
on the increase

6 Maine

ing interest and expertise
in computers among to
day's student population.
"I think the future is un
limited in terms of the
number of courses that will
be offered using the Inter
net/'
says
Pamela
MacBrayne, director of ed
ucation services for the
UMaine System Network
for Education and Technol
ogy Services "I would ex
pect a doubling of services
each year." Just four years
ago, UMaine offered no
courses on the Internet.
Internet-based courses
allow students to take
classes at their conve
nience, without leaving
home. Using home com
puters, they can get all of
their course materials on
the Web, correspond by email, and have live discus
sions with classmates and
instructors.
UMaine System admin
istrators see the Internet as
a way of reaching more stu
dents without the cost of
expanding campuses
(From the Portland Press
Herald.)

Record set with
$30 million in
grant funding
University of Maine facul
ty and staff successfully
competed for more than
$30.3 million in grants be
tween July 1, 1997, and
June 30,1998, according to
the office of research and

Nearly 10,000 fans filled the stands to watch UMaine defeat New Hampshire at the grand
opening of Morse Field at Harold Alfond Stadium on September 12. The new AstroTurf field
will be the home of football and field hockey. (Bangor Daily News photo by Bob DeLong.)

sponsored programs.
The total is a new record
for grant funding received
by UMaine researchers,
bettering last year's
amount by $4 million.
"This is good news for
the university and the
state," said UMaine presi
dent Peter Hoff. "Universi
ty research translates di
rectly into new jobs, both at
UMaine and throughout
the state Along with pro
viding students with
hands-on, cutting-edge ed
ucational experiences, uni
versity research also helps
create new products, tech
nologies, businesses, and
industries."
During the past year,
faculty and staff submitted
426 proposals for a total of
$84.5 million. Of the new
funding received, 67 per

cent was from federal
agencies, 18 percent from
state and local govern
ments, and 1 percent from
business and industry. The
remaining 14 percent was
from other sources, includ
ing foundations.

New era begins
with opening of
Alfond Stadium
A close to capacity crowd
of 9,244 traveled to campus
on September 12 to help
celebrate the opening of the
sparkling new Morse Field
at Alfond Stadium.
In addition to being im
pressed by the new facili
ty, the Black Bear fans en
joyed a 52-28 victory by the

UMaine football team over
the University of New
Hampshire. Also highlight
ing the evening were a pre
game barbecue, a halftime
dedication ceremony, and
postgame fireworks.
The new field and stadi
um, constructed and de
signed mainly by in-state
companies, were paid for
entirely by private dona
tions totalling $6.1 million.
The new grandstand,
which increases the capac
ity of the stadium to 10,000,
was made possible by a
$3.1 million donation from
Harold Alfond. Phillip and
Susan Morse, Class of 1964,
contributed $2.15 million
for the AstroTurf field, the
lights, and a new electron
ic scoreboard. The field will
be home to UMaine field
hockey as well as football.
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Students take
second in Energy
Challenge '98

Ancient peoples
depended on the
ocean

It was a contest almost as
difficult as walking on
eggs, but a student team
from the University ot
Maine took second place at
the Energy Challenge '98
on September 12 at the In
stitute of Paper Science and
Technology in Atlanta
UMaine was one of
eight schools in the contest
to design and build a pack
age to protect a raw egg
dropped from 20 feet The
package was made of
chemical wood pulp, sec
ondary wood cellulose,
and paper chemicals The
winning team was from the
University of Colorado at
Denver
Teams were also judged
on their initial project pro
posal and tw o reports sub
mitted to contest officials,
beginning last September.
The UMaine team was ad
vised by associate profes
sor Doug Bousfield
The competition was
sponsored by the U S De
partment of Energy, the In
stitute of Paper Science and
Technology, Hercules, Inc,
and the pulp and paper in
dustry, and was associated
with the energy depart
ment's Energy Agenda
2020—a program to help
the pulp and paper indus
try achieve more energy
efficient manufacturing
processes by the year 2020 I

Some of the earliest inhab
itants of South America
appear to have depended
more heavily on the ocean
for part of their food sup
ply than previously
thought, according to a pa
per by a University of
Maine anthropologist in
the September 18 edition of
the journal Science
Eventually, the resi
dents of a coastal commu
nity in Peru developed a
mai itime culture which ineluded fishing for drum
with nets and digging
wedge clams.
The findings by a team
led by* Daniel H Sandweiss
of Bangor, assistant professoi of anthiopology and
Quaternary studies, mean
that marine lesources w ere
extensively used about
1,000 years earlier than pre
viously thought The evi
dence also suggests that
early peoples had a welldeveloped maritime econ
omy
The team drew its con
clusions based on excava
tions ot an ancient settle
ment at Jaguay Canyon,
about a mile from the Pacific Ocean Among the re
mains are pieces of char
coal, obsidian flakes, fish
bones, and clam shells The
obsidian source wras locat
ed in the Andes Mountains,
about 80 miles awav

I
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UMaine graduate student Joshua Matthews '98 (right) at En
ergy Challenge '98 with faculty advisor Doug Bousfield.

Race and
political
participation
Sociologists have long
thought that strong beliefs
on particular issues often
motivate political action to
promote those views A re
cently published paper by
a UMaine professor sug
gests that race affects
whether this happens
"Race, Issue Engagement and Political Partici
pation Evidence from the
1987 General Social Sur
vey" was written by Steven
Barkan, a professor of so
ciology at UMaine who
specializes in social move
ments and criminology
Barkan used data from
the 1987 General Social
Survey for his research be
cause the questions asked
in that survey replicated
those asked in a famous
1972 study of political par

ticipation by Sidney Veiba
and Norman Nie Barkan s
study dealt with a contioversial issue of the mid1980s—government aid foi
African-Amei leans.
' The major finding was
that whites w ho opposed
government aid for blacks
were more likely to vote in
the 1980s than w hites who
w ere in favor of such aid,'
says Barkan "Ironically,
blacks who w ere in favoi of
government aid were less
likely to vote than blacks
who w ere against such pi ograms "
Balkan speculated that
African-Americans a de
cade ago had become so
frustrated and disillu
sioned by federal econom
ic and social policies in the
1980s that some decided
not to vote
"You can feel so pas
sionately about something
that it's easy to become
frustrated and disillu
sioned," he said
*

I

Undergraduates
research wood
composites
I

Ten college students from
throughout the U.S. probed
the chemical dynamics of
wood bonding and decay,
and tested the strength of
next generation composite
beams during a summer
research program at the
Advanced Engineered
Wood Composites Center
at the University of Maine.
The students' research
findings are contained in
reports which, in some cas
es, will be submitted to in
dustry sponsors; one stu
dent is investigating the
possibility of a patent to
make his work available to
manufacturers. They com
pleted their studies August
14.
Their work was sup
ported by a three-year Re
search for Undergraduates
grant from the National
Science Foundation to Eric
N Landis of UMaine and
Beckry Magid of Winona
State University. The wood
composites center special
izes in basic and applied
research on materials com
bining wood and fiber-re
inforced polymers (FRP).
Most of the students are
pursuing engineering de
grees. "I could have spent
the summer working in an
office," says Eric M. Falkcr
of Northwestern, "but I'm
interested in a research ca
reer, and I wanted the op
portunity to do something
hands-on."

Falker worked with an
other student, Benjamin C.
Mittelstadt from Colorado
State, and Roberto LopezAnido, assistant professor
at UMaine, to test the
strength of a connecting
joint using a new type of
FRP beam. While the
beams are not as strong as
typical steel beams, they
are far lighter. Falker and
Mittelstadt determined the
structural loading at which
the material starts to break
apart.

Wood composite

Gift to support
landscape
project
An investment in people
by Catherine and Robert
Barrett of Bar Harbor and
Palm Beach, Florida, will
support an innovative,
multi-faceted teaching and
research effort in the
UMaine landscape horti
culture program.
The Barretts' gift, which
will total $250,000, is in
tended to honor the mem

ory of Beatrix Farrand, a
famous 20th century land
scape gardener who lived
at Reef Point, Bar Harbor,
adjacent to Atlantique,
where the Barretts now re
side during the summer
and fall of each year.
The project will involve
extensive landscaping, to
be done by a private com
pany and to be designed
using the elements and
techniques favored by Far
rand, on the Barretts' prop
erty in Bar Harbor. Student
and faculty re
searchers will
preserve and
grow specific
plant species
associated with
Farrand's work.
The Robert
and Catherine
Barrett Land
scape Horticul
ture Fund, in
memory of Bea
trix Farrand,
supports an un
dergraduate in
ternship and two graduate
student projects in land
scape horticulture. One
project is devoted to re
searching plant materials
at Reef Point; then locating,
propagating, and placing
the materials in collections
at the university's Lyle E.
Littlefield Gardens and at
Atlantique. A second
project will involve re
searching Farrand's design
evolution—from the histo
ry of the plants she used
and how they were
brought to Reef Point to
Farrand's use of plants and
artificial architectural site

elements.
The hope is to involve as
many UMaine graduates of
the landscape horticulture
program as possible.
"This will provide a
unique opportunity for
students in the program
and alumni," said William
Mitchell, associate profes
sor of landscape architec
ture. "In this project, stu
dents will be working
hand-to-hand with some of
our internationally known
alumni—from design to in
stallation."

Researchers
helping blue
berry Ljrowers
To be successfully market
ed, fresh blueberries must
be dry. University of Maine
researcher Al Bushway '68,
head of the Food Science
and Human Nutrition Cen
ter, and Darrell Donahue,
assistant professor of food
engineering, have been
working hard to help
Maine growers produce a
drier berry.
A dryer, built from
funds received by Bush
way under a grant, was
tested this summer at the
university's Blueberry Hill
Farm Experiment Station
in Jonesboro.
Fresh blueberries can
bring a much higher price
for growers than those sold
for freezing. However, wet
berries break down much
more quickly than dry
ones. Thus, reducing out
side moisture is critical.

rv
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A New Tool for Studying
the Genetic Landscape
Two sciences, genetics and geographic information systems,
come together to create some very promising software.
By Nicolas Houtman
Photograph by Monty Rand

n unlikely alliance between

A

genetics and geographic in
formation system science
w ill, if successful, produce a
search tool for understanding how
genes interact With National Science
Foundation support, Carol Bult, Kate
Beard, and Max Egenhofer '89 are cre
ating GenoSIS, software for study ing
the genetic landscape From Bult's
point of view, it w'as serendipity that
brought her to UMaine and ulti
mately to the creation of GenoSIS
When she came up to Orono to
have lunch with a friend in 1996, Bult
was a staff scientist at The Institute
for Genomic Research in Maryland
At the last minute, her friend can
celed, but Bult met with Kate Beard,
associate professor and chair in Spa
tial Information Science and Engi
neering (SIE), and they ended up in
a long discussion about databases

10 Maine

"It was amazing because we
started talking about issues that we
face with data analysis and data man
new
re
agement,
some nitty-gritty database
stuff The challenges and frustrations
were almost identical between these
seemingly different fields, high
throughput DNA sequencing in
genomics and geographic informa
tion science," Bult recalls
Shortly after that, Bult came back
to UMaine on a reconnaissance mis
sion She studied the possibilities of
using GIS methods to give geneticists
a better handle on the volumes of
DNA sequencing information pour
ing forth from the nation's molecu
lar biology labs The results were
promising, and she, Beard, and Max
Egenhofer, an associate professor in
SIE, succeeded in getting a National
Science Foundation grant to create a
prototype information system

Bult is now a research faculty
member and piogram manager in the
National Center for Geographic In
formation and Analysis at UMaine
She is also a visiting scientist at The
Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor,
which is coopeiating on GenoSIS She
lives on Mt Desert Island
"We're trying to come up with
ways to represent w hat is, on the sur
face, relatively simple information,"
Bult says "An analogy that is often
used for DNA is that the four build1
ing blocks of DNA are like letters \ou
combine those letters to make w’ords,
and we call those words genes
"1 he thing is, once you get to the
genes, the genome is like a book We
have a grammar that wre impose on
the words, and we structure them in
text, and then we agree on the rules
A period means stop An exclamation
point something else, and so on

"However, we don't just learn
how to read words. We need to learn
how to comprehend We're at the
point in genomics where we under
stand some of the words, but we
don't yet understand the grammar,
and we don't quite comprehend what
we're reading."
The primary objective is to build
a formal framework for "genome
space" that will support discovery
and description of the spatial at
tributes of genome data that are bio
logically significant (for example,
clustering of genes in "neighbor
hoods"). The system should allow
biologists to move from lists of what
is in a genome to understanding how
and why genome features are ar
ranged as they are.
If GenoSIS is successful, it will
give scientists a powerful new tool
for comprehending how genes oper

ate. Student or faculty researchers
will be able to sit in front of a com
puter screen and visualize genes not
as a single entity, but as part of a
larger complex. To use the language
analogy again, they would see the
genes not just as words, but as whole
sentences or paragraphs. It will al
low scientists to ask new questions
in ways that are impossible with ex
isting software.
"There are very few tools that al
low us to explore these organiza
tional features, how all genes and
other elements work together," Bult
says. "What we're developing will
give us a better idea of what an or
ganism is capable of doing at the
molecular level, which in turn can
lead to a better understanding of
overall biology."
Bult became interested in the
problem of representing genomic in-

The UMaine GenoSIS team, left to right,
Carol Bult, graduate assistant Connie
Holden '68G, '79G, and Kate Beard.

formation while she was a member
of the research faculty and the direc
tor of the Molecular Systematics
Laboratory at The Institute for Ge
nomic Research. She has worked on
the human genome sequencing
project and directed a team which
determined the DNA sequence of a
microorganism, Methanococcus
jannaschu, a member of a group now
classified as one of the fundamental
branches on the tree of life.
Bult's achievement earned her rec
ognition from Discover magazine as
a "Scientist of the Year" in 1996.
More information about GenoSIS
is available via the Internet at
www.spatial.maine.edu/~cbult/
project.html.
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World scientists
gather at the
University of

Maine to discuss

whether and how

Antarctic Ice Sheet

disintegrate
t's been about 12,000 years marine-based ice sheet on the globe
since the last northern ice sheet
Now there is evidence that the
retreated and left behind a West Antarctic Ice Sheet may also be
spectacular landscape of granite
disintegrating Such an event, if and
boulders, lakes, and moraine ridges
when it occurs, would have major
At its maximum, the ice from that ecological, economic, and social im
event reached well into the salt wa plications
ter basin now known as the Gulf ot
Scientists from around the world
Maine, and its departure left the West came to the University of Maine in
Antarctic Ice Sheet (WAIS) as the only September to consider whether the

I
By Nicolas Houtman

12 Maine

WAIS is likely to follow suit any time
soon, at least in geological terms.
They traveled Down East to take a
closer look at the calling cards left by
the last ice sheet, and they discussed
new research data and avenues of co
operation between American and Eu
ropean scientists.
The meeting was a homecoming
for some of the 120 participants who

had received their academic degrees
at UMaine. It reflected the universi
ty's tradition of strong participation
in the National Science Foundation's
Antarctic research program stretch
ing back nearly 40 years.
More than 50 UMaine faculty and
students have qualified for the Ant
arctic Service Medal by accumulating
a minimum of 30 days of research
below 60 degrees south latitude. They
include currently active UMaine re
searchers and faculty members in
marine sciences (Bruce Sidell, Char
lotte Lehmann '91G, Tom Moylan
'97G, Theresa Grove '98G), biologi
cal sciences (John Dearborn, Kelly
Edwards '80G , Kristin O'Brien, and
Nikki Adams '95G), biochemistry
(Michael Vayda and Deena SmallBerry '92), and geological sciences
(Harold Borns, George Denton, Ter
ence Hughes, Brenda Hall '92G and
'97G, Tom Kellogg, and Davida
Kellogg). In some geology and ma
rine science laboratories, every stu
dent researcher is given an opportu
nity to join an Antarctic research
team.
Among the conference presenters
were Hughes, Denton, and Borns,
who are among the world's foremost
WAIS experts. All are affiliated with
the Institute for Quaternary Studies
(IQS). UMaine speakers also includ
ed Hall, a post-doctoral researcher in
IQS; James Fastook '74G and '77G, a
computer modeler in the department
of computer science; and Tom
Kellogg, a faculty member in IQS.
The event was organized by Borns
and Robert Bindschadler of the Na
tional Aeronautics and Space Admin
istration Space Flight Center. It was
sponsored by the American Geophys
ical Union as part of its prestigious
Chapman Conferences.
"I'm the geologist on a working
group which has been holding meet
ings on this topic since 1992," says
Borns. "This was the first time we've

met in Orono, and it occurred main
ly because we invited scientists to
take a look at the evidence in Maine
from the retreat of the last ice sheet."
Between 1989 and 1991, Borns also
served as an NSF program officer for
polar glaciology.
In the early 1970s, Hughes pio
neered WAIS research by developing
a research program to answer key
questions about ice dynamics.
Through a series of publications from
The Ohio State University and
UMaine, he pinpointed questions
about factors such as how ice behaves
under stress, how quickly ice streams
are moving, and whether or not the
boundaries where the ice meets the
sea are advancing or retreating.
Over the last decade, says Hugh
es, advances in engineering have
made it possible for scientists to col
lect large amounts of new informa
tion about the shape and movement
of the ice sheet. "Remote sensing with
satellites and airplane-based radar
has been used to map the surface el
evation of the ice, topography be
neath the ice, and the location of the
ice grounding line in the ocean," says
Hughes.
About 90 percent of the ice leav
ing the WAIS moves through fast
flowing ice streams. The fragments
come to rest on vast floating shelves
which account for almost a third of
the ice sheet area. The shelves act as
barriers to the flowing ice. The Ross
Ice Shelf and the Filchner-Ronne Ice
Shelf are the largest. Remove them,
says Hughes, and the volume of ice
moving into the sea is likely to in
crease.
Appropriately, Hughes uses the
term "outbreaks" to describe five
major breakups of ice which have oc
curred from the shelves in the last 15
years. "These may be early warning
signs of further disintegration," he
says.
Today, scientists determine the

.’ry
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grounding line by detecting where where the meltw’ater is distributed," ice and 70 percent of all the world's
fresh water The ice sheet covers all
he says.
the ice rises and falls with the tides
The thickness of the WAIS varies but 2 4 percent of Antarctica's 14 mil
The ice sheet is in "an advanced state
of decay," Hughes says It was three from a few' feet at the edges of the lion square kilometers At its thick
times as large at the height of the last floating ice shelves to more than 2700 est point, it is 4,776 meters deep It
ice age. It is not known, he adds, meters thick in the interior of the con averages 2,160 meters thick, making
whether or not it will continue to dis tinent It is about the size of Mexico Antarctica the highest continent
According to this
integrate and, it it
potential scenario,
does, at what rate It
some ice streams now
it breaks up com
flow ing from the east
pletely, the water cur
ern ice sheet would
rently' locked up in
change direction Ice
WAIS ice would
divides (lines which
slowly melt as the ice
are comparable to
bergs drifted to
continental divides on
warmer sea water
land) now separate ice
A complete disin
streams flowing in
tegration could raise
different directions tothe world's oceans by
w ard the ocean Some
about 18 feet That
ice that now' flows
would put many of
east could begin to
the world's major cit
flow west Thus, the
ies under water Even
possibility exists for
areas as far north as
an unstable WAIS to
Maine w'ould be af
reduce the entire Antfected
aictic ice cap
"Whatever hap
Scientists at the
pens in Antarctica af
conference had differ
fects Orono," Borns
UMaine professor Hal Borns during a 1994 Antarctica research trip.
ent views on the rate
says.
at which the WAIS is
Borns notes that
disintegrating
Some believe it is hap
scientists have learned a lot from and connected to the much larger
drilling holes into the ice, w'hich, in a East Antarctic Ice Sheet w hich, be pening at an alarming rate, others
w'a}, is another type of remote sens cause it is grounded on land above think the ice sheet is quite stable
The intensive research effort ofr the
ing Thermistors arc placed into the sea level, is considered to be more
past decade has given scientists a
holes to record temperature
stable than its western counterpart
"As the ice moves, instruments Nevertheless, disintegration of the new, more detailed understanding of
measure how much the holes bend to WAIS could affect the eastern ice ice movement at specific locations
conform with the velocity of ice sheet as w^ell At the conference, The new challenge is to extend that
streams," Borns explains. "Other in Hughes presented a worst-case sce knowledge throughout the ice sheet
struments bring up samples of mud nario w'hich w'ould most likelvJ take by refining models of ice movement
at the bottom of the holes and mea hundreds of years Such a process and collecting more data
"We know a lot at a few locations,"
sure how the mud flows as the ice would occur gradually as large sec
moves We know there are lakes un tions of the floating ice shelves break says Hughes "Now we need to re
der the ice. We also know that a layer off and allow the velocity of ice peat the process of collecting infor
of basal meltwater is maintained by streams to increase Glaciers would mation and refining our models "
Papers presented at the conference
heat from the earth in many places.
retreat, and the shape of the WAIS
"The bedrock has already been would change as it flattens and w'lll be published by the American
mapped, but the maps are being re spreads out like pancake batter on a Geophysical Union
fined The new data can tell us how griddle. Antarctic ice is estimated to
rough or how slippery the bed is and include 90 percent of all the world's
14 Maine

No Plays for the Pavilion
University needs to make improvements for access and safety.
I

t is a place student actors and lo
cal theatergoers love for its inti
macy. But, at least for this aca
demic year, UMaine's Pavilion The
atre will not be a showcase for stu
dent theatrical talent.
Ironically, it was an effort to up
grade the Pavilion that led to it being
forced to close. The Penobscot The
atre donated more than 100 theater
seats from the Bangor Opera House.
But when the facilities engineers took
a look at the building before the in
stallation of the seats, they found
some big-time problems.
First, the building is not handicap
accessible. That runs counter to the
Americans with Disabilities Act Sec
ondly, it's not in compliance with
OSHA safety regulations.
new lighting and set design capabili
Jane Snider, associate director of ties, a dressing room, and a lobby.
the school of performing arts, ex
Estimates for the entire package of
plained that theater classes of under improvements range from $150,000
50 are still allowed at the Pavilion, but to $250,000.
adds that it is a sad blow not having
"We have hired an architect to
the space available to stage produc come up with a plan," says Rebecca
tions.
Eilers, dean of the college of liberal
"Our students were very disap arts and sciences. "We want to keep
pointed," she said "We have two the general character of the building
plays this year that were specifically intact, but we also want to make it a
planned for the intimate, theater-in- more enjoyable and comfortable the
the-round space of the Pavilion. Now ater for audiences."
they will be presented at Hauck Au
The current building was con
ditorium which isn't nearly as well structed in 1907 as the Stock Judging
suited for them."
Pavilion. It continued to be used for
Eventually, the Pavilion could be animal judging as late as the 1950s.
a much improved theater. The uni The Pavilion was one of 10 campus
versity would like to go beyond the buildings constructed between 1870
required compliance work and make and 1908 that were listed on the Na
improvements that will also enhance tional Register of Historic Places in
the theater experience for both stu 1978.
dent actors and Pavilion audiences.
In the fall of that year, after years
That would include such things as of lobbying by the theater depart

I

(

ment's Al Cyrus, UMaine System
trustees approved $50,000 to convert
the interior of the Pavilion into a the
ater. Since then, there have been only
minor improvements to the space.
Cyrus directed the first produc
tion at the Pavilion, Night of the Igua
na, in October 1979. He regarded the
theater as a wonderful learning tool
for theater students. Following his
death in 1993, the Pavilion was
named in his honor.
Dean Eilers says her goal is to be
gin construction on the renovation of
the Pavilion next summer, but she ad
mits that might be unrealistic.
Right now there is no money
available at the university for the
project. The college will be looking
to private sources to fund the need
ed improvements. Eilers is hoping
former theater students as well as
those who have fond memories of the
Pavilion will get involved.
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The spotlight in UMaine basketball has centered on

the women for many years. Now there's hope that
home-grown star Andy Bedard, along with some

talented teammates, will draw fans back to the men's
game and fulfill the Black Bears' ultimate goal—a
first-ever trip to the NCAA Tournament.

By Dan Warren '79

Photos by Michele Stapleton

hat basketball fans in Maine like to watch and root for one

T

of their own is no secret. The women's basketball program

can probably attribute a good bit of its sellout success at
Alfond the past four years to the presence of Maine natives

and standout players Cindy Blodgett '98 and Sandi Carver '98.

Now it might be the men's turn. Bona fide home-grown star Andy

Bedard has transferred to UMaine after two years of playing at Boston

College in the highly competitive Big East. There is a strong temptation
among fans to look at Bedard as the Second Coming.

UMaine coach John Giannini is well aware of the value of having an

in-state hero on his team.
"I have totally positive feelings about Andy coming here—there's a
lot of statewide fan support," says coach Giannini. "That's just the way

it is, with fans wanting to follow a player through his high school and
college career. That's why kids like to play college basketball; a big crowd
is part of the excitement. At a place like Maine, that excitement and en

thusiasm peaks when you have a truly great local player."
Bedard, who set schoolboy basketball tournament records that still

stand in Maine and who played on two NCAA tournament teams at
>v
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Boston College, isn't quite ready to
be fitted for a crown. And don't talk
with him about young boys playing
backyard basketball throughout
Maine while wearing Andy Bedaid
replica jerseys
"Oh, jeez, no," he groans "I'm not
interested in that at all "
What Bedard clearly is interested

in, according to Giannini, is basket
ball—and improving at basketball
"What And\ has done since he got
to Orono last year is to work incredi
bly hard," the coach says Bedard fin
ished his second yeai at Boston Col
lege in the spring of 1997, and then
transferred to Maine NCAA regula
tions require a transfeiring playei to

sit out a year befoie suiting up with
the varsity team of the new school
"Andy is much better now than
when he was at M C 1 (the Pittsfield,
Maine, nationally ranked prep school
he attended during the 1994-95 sea
son) He is also much better than he
was at Boston College He is a remarkContinued on page 19

"I just want our team to win"
aine is a basketball state. And
it loves its home-state heroes.

M

Well, for all those who are
still mourning the graduation of Cin
dy Blodgett, there is some good news:
Another quiet, unassuming high school
legend with dazzling ball-handling
skills is about to take the Alfond court.
The question for many' Black Bear
fans is this: Can Andy Bedard do for
the Maine men's basketball team what
Cindy did for the women—lead his
team to a first-ever NCAA Tournament
berth?
Bedard, who is not yet a first-name
celebrity in the mold of "Cindy," real
izes many people will be watching as he begins his twoyear career at UMaine.
Dan Warren asked Bedard about the coming sea
son, his potential celebrity status, and about his feel
ings of coming "home" to UMaine.

Dan Warren: How do you like being back Maine?
Andy Bedard- Well, I haven't had much time to think
about it It's been mostly hard work. I stayed here at
the university all summer. It was all basketball and
strength work.
DW: Are you having a decent time?
AB: Oh yeah. I like my life right now. My roommates
are all guys I know. I'm doing what I want to do. And
my family lives in Gray now. They'll all be coming up
for the games.
DW: Are you prepared for the inevitable comparisons
with Cindy Blodgett—being the new in-state hero—
the local star who comes to his state university?
AB: Oh sure. But it's not my goal for that to happen. If
it does, fine, but if it doesn't happen, that's fine with
me, too. I don't really want to be in the limelight. I just
want our team to win.
18 Maine

DW. They may be selling your num
bered jersey in the bookstore before the
end of the season
AB Oh, jeez, no! I don't want that at
all I like the way it is right now. I can
walk around campus and nobody
knows who I am
DW. After you graduated from Rum
ford High School and MCI, you decid
ed on Boston College over UMaine.
How do jou feel about that experi
ence?
AB I feel good and bad about BC By
going there, I got to go to two NCAA
tournaments. And I played against six
of the first seven NBA lottery picks But despite all that,
I just wasn't happy
DW. Your playing time got cut in your second year
AB Yeah My' freshman year, I played about 18 min
utes a game and that's probably what I deserved I
needed to get stronger and I worked hard over the sum
mer, but it didn't pay oft. The coach and I didn't see
eye to eye. Because of an academic suspension I got to
start five games in my' second year, but then my time
started to get cut. Then I got in a playing slump. It was
depressing. That's when I started thinking about trans
ferring.

DW: Because of the NCAA rules, you had to sit out
last year after transferring. What was it like for a bas
ketball fanatic to have to sit out like that?
AB: Oh, it's been rough. It's been a long year, believe
me. Now I can't wait to play.

DW- What do you bring to this team?
AB- Well, I'm older (21), more experienced, and stron
ger now. I'm a better player. I probably play smarter
basketball. I can see what ought to happen and try to
help that happen on the court.

Alumni House Campaign

IT WILL BE SO NICE TO
"COME HOME" TO
The vision for a new alumni house at the University of
Maine is moving closer and closer to becoming a reality.
place for alumni to call home, right at the

A

entrance to the UMaine campus. A
facility that would serve alumni while
also bringing immediate as well as long-term
benefits to the University of Maine.
That was the vision a few members of the Class of
1943 had more than a decade ago.
Through the leadership of Gordon Erikson '43,
then chair of the board of the General Alumni
Association, and former Class of '43 president Bert
Pratt, the foundation for a campaign to build a new
alumni house for the University of Maine was
started. The Class of '43 made the first gift to kick off
that campaign.
1

The need Erikson and Pratt saw back in the '80s
for a new alumni house is even more pressing today.
Crossland Alumni Center, the oldest building on
campus, can no longer adequately serve the univer

sity and its alumni body.
Today, a new alumni house is close to becoming a
reality. The initial stages of the Alumni House
campaign have been very successful, and if every
thing continues to go as expected, groundbreaking
could happen as early as the spring of 2000.
The campaign for a new alumni house took a big

step forward when William Treat '40 agreed to serve
as honorary national campaign chairman. A highly
respected probate judge, Treat has also enjoyed

Alumni House Campaign

successful careers as a banker, a political leader, and
a diplomat who served as a United Nations delegate
on international human rights.
Judge Treat's involvement, as well as that of
numerous other prominent alumni, reflects the
importance this much-needed facility will have to
the University of Maine.
According to Alumni House campaign consultant
Barbara Beers '74, three-quarters of the country's top
public universities have built or are building alumni
houses. Not only have alumni houses been recog
nized as a powerful tool in developing the excellence
of a university, but they also help to build alumni

pride.
"For the first time, UMaine will have a building
that showcases the exceptional people that make up
the university community and alumni body," Beers
says. "It is a perfect fit with President Peter Hoff's
agenda."
The site and design of the new building will serve
as a wonderful new front door to the university.
Located at the southeast entrance of the campus on
College Avenue, Alumni House will be a multipur
pose center serving the entire campus community—
alumni, students, faculty, parents, and friends. Part
of a comprehensive master plan for the university,
Alumni House will be a fully accessible, welcoming,
and hospitable place for holding events and confer
ences; hosting dignitaries, artists, and academicians
lecturing or performing on campus; and greeting
visitors and guests. In addition, it will provide
modest yet efficient office space for the alumni
association and the University of Maine Foundation,
allowing them to collaborate, share resources, and
enjoy economies of scale in a way that is currently
impossible.
"The new alumni house will make alumni
activities and alumni leadership operate in a more
cohesive fashion," says Judge Treat.
In addition, the new building will house a number
of important student organizations such as the
Student Alumni Association, Senior Skulls, All Maine
Women, Sophomore Owls, and Sophomore Eagles. It
will also be home to a new alumni library and
museum preserving the university's rich traditions

Alumni House honorary national campaign chairman
William Treat '40 with his wife Vivian. (Photo by
Alicia Nichols '82.)

and past, including the Nelson B Jones Stein Collec
tion, the Association's collection of Prism yearbooks,
and literary works by alums
Amos Orcutt '64, president of the UMaine Foun
dation, sees great value in integrating the history
and traditions of the institutions with space for
current student organizations.
"Alumni House is an investment in the future of
the university," Orcutt says "It will become a
gateway to our campus extending a warm welcome
to all visitors "
The new Alumni House will also offer a chance to
1
honor the past achievements of alumni. University of
Maine alumnus Clifford G. McIntire '30 will be
posthumously honored in one of the main rooms for
his visionary and far-reaching contributions to
forestry and agriculture in Maine and the nation. A
United States congressman from 1951 until 1962,
McIntire was best known for coauthoring the
McIntire-Stennis Act. This legislation has provided
national funding for forestry research since 1964,
channeling over $10 million to the University of
Maine alone.
The McIntire recognition committee, led by
Maxwell McCormack '56, Larry Thibodeau, and
leadership gifts chair Henry Saunders '50, was
formed at the suggestion of George Dow '27.

Alumni House Campaign

Another major room in the building will be used
to recognize the achievements of other outstanding
UMaine alums.
"The alumni of the University of Maine need a
strong physical presence on campus to demonstrate
their expanding role as the university establishes
new levels of excellence/' Treat noted. "A new
alumni house will be visible evidence of alumni
confidence in the future of the university. It is an
enterprise in which all alumni will want to play a
part."
And that seems to be the case. After alumni have
been introduced to the Alumni House campaign,
they have responded with great enthusiasm and a
growing belief that this is the time to build. The
impetus provided by the Class of '43 back in the
1

1980s led to one of the largest reunion class gifts to
alumni house—a total of more than $115,000 in 1993.
Since that Class of '43 gift, reunion classes have
supported the Alumni House campaign through
reunion giving. Currently, 53 reunion classes have
made commitments in cash and pledges totaling
over $1 million.
The reunion class gifts, together with individual

gifts and a generous $500,000 donation from MBNA,
now total over $3.2 million. The goals for the project
are $4 million for site preparation and construction,
and a minimum of $1 million for an endowment to
maintain the facility.
Of course, the University of Maine enjoys a rich
tradition of support. New buildings, reunion cam
paigns, and the annual fund all benefit from the
generosity of alumni and friends. While the leader
ship phase of the Alumni House campaign is focus
ing on major contributions, the ongoing Annual
Alumni Fund and reunion class fund campaigns
continue to provide much-needed support to the
university.
"During the Alumni House campaign, it's espe
cially important that we remember the Annual
Alumni Fund," says Greg Jamison '72, '98G, vice
chair of fundraising for the alumni association. "Both

nondesignated gifts and designated gifts are impor
tant. Whether its academic programs, the arts, or
athletics, there are ongoing needs in all areas, and I
encourage alumni to continue their generous sup
port."
Class support for Alumni House is reflected in the

Leadership Hall will be among Alumni House's most visible and inspiring public places. It will be used to
recognize and showcase the university's most outstanding alumni.

Alumni House Campaign

The MAINE Family Room will be the heart of Alumni House, providing a welcoming space for alumni and friends to gather
and enjoy the university.

enthusiasm of the Class of 1950. That class's reunion
committee, led by president Maggie Mollison
McIntosh, class agent Bill Bodwell, and fundraisers
Sherm Cole and Al Hopkins, has set a goal of
$200,000 for their 50th reunion class gift in 2000.
That gift is designated to the Alumni House building
campaign. And they are committed to this effort.
"We've been actively fundraising since last fall,"
says McIntosh. "The university has needed a new
alumni facility for a number of years. We're behind
this building project 100 percent."

Judge Treat shares those sentiments. "I recognize
the new alumni house as a once in a lifetime oppor
tunity for me personally to make a meaningful
contribution of my time and resources to the univer
sity," Treat says. His commitment was clearly
evident at Reunion '98 when he announced that he
and his wife Vivian were increasing their Alumni
House gift to $250,000.

Anne Collins '61, a member of the Maine division
of the Alumni House campaign committee, concurs
that the enthusiasm for this project is overwhelming.

"So many people have come on board to support
this," Collins says And she attributes that support to
the fact that a new alumni house has something to
offer everyone associated with the university—
alums as well as nonalums.
"The campus has grown and changed and
become more sophisticated. We have totally out
grown our current facility—the old infirmary,"
Collins says. "This new facility has become a
necessity to continue to serve the University of
Maine community." The Collinses and Anne's
mother, Lillian Clement, have named the new
visitor's center in Alumni House.
Alumni association president Jeff Mills '83 gives
much of the credit for the alumni house momentum
to the Class of '43.
"The vision that Gordon Erickson, Bert Pratt, and
members of the Class of '43 had early on has brought
the dream of having an alumni house closer to a
reality," says Mills. "The university is indebted to
them and their classmates for the ongoing leadership
they have provided on this exciting project."

sists at point guard."
ably dedicated young
And then there is
athlete. He was here all
summer working out
senior Ledbetter, a
player who is near and
with weights and also
dear to Giannini's
playing in the gym He
heart.
has come into the gym
"He is the one
consistently at 5 and 6
highly productive
a.m. to get his shooting
player who was here
in, before going to the
when I arrived three
weight room and lifting
years ago," the coach
weights. He has made
says. "He's gone
great use of the year off."
through some very
When Bedard arrived
difficult times in his
at UMaine during the
athletic career because
1997-98 school year, he
he hasn't always had a
was 6-1 and 170 pounds.
very strong support
He now weighs 182.
ing cast."
"Andy is much stron
Ledbetter is only
ger, and much more ex
about 6-6, but he plays
plosive now," Giannini
much bigger because
says
he is so strong. He was
Adds a modest and
chosen as one of the
somewhat shy Bedard,
Andy Bedard with UMaine men's basketball coach John Giannini
top 15 college players
"It's gone well. I needed
nationwide
in
to get stronger, and I
put
a
team
on
the
floor
made
up
of
"strength
and
conditioning."
have I needed to grow into my body.
players he handpicked.
"He is wide and explosive," the
I've also improved my jumping."
"This year, we have returning tal coach says. "He has been tremendous
Bedard acknowledges that sitting
out the past season, and being forced ent, some outstanding experience, ly effective as one of the top 10 re
to watch games from the bench, was and some good freshmen. Our goal is bounders in the country. He was an
frustrating, but he doesn't regret the to make the NCAA Tournament, all-conference player for us, and he is
which would make UMaine history. just a dedicated, hardworking ath
transfer from BC to Maine.
"The fact is, I was probably going We think we have recruited players lete."
Giannini credits the university's
to 'red shirt' (sit out a year, but retain capable of doing that."
Giannini says UMaine's confer strength and conditioning coach, Jim
that year of eligibility), if I had stayed
at BC. I just needed to get stronger," ence, AMERICA EAST, has five teams St. Pierre, for working effectively to
that are capable of winning the con improve the strength of Ledbetter,
Bedard says.
Giannini talks enthusiastically ference this year—his being one of Bedard, and others.
Along with Bedard, there is anoth
about Bedard but he is, in fact, excit them. The other four are Delaware,
er talented BC transfer joining the
ed about his entire 1998 team. It's the BU, Hofstra, and Drexel.
"I expect the race for the confer Black Bears. Nate Fox (6-8, 250
result of a lot of progress in recruiting
ence championship to be very close," pounds) should help Ledbetter with
his own players.''
/
the Black Bears' inside game.
Put a chef in somebody else's kitch he says.
Among the returning lettermen ex
In fact, it's the new depth of his
en where he does not have familiar in
pected
to
make
a
major
contribution
team
that brings a smile to Giannini's
gredients and implements readily
available and he may be unproduc this season are: Allen Ledbetter (6-6); face.
"Last year, Allen Ledbetter had to
tive. Take a carpenter out of his own Marcus Wills (6-1); Fred Meeks (6-2);
woodworking shop, without his tools, Colin Haynes (6-7); and Dade Faison play all the time," he says. "We wore
him out. A couple of other players also
and he may grumble. Same for a Di (5-11).
vision I basketball coach.
"Marcus Wills was the third lead wore out toward the end of the sea
"This is my third season at Orono," ing scorer in the conference," Gianni son. You have to be at least eight or
Giannini says. "The first year, I had ni notes. "Fred Meeks was up there, nine deep to compete at the top. Dur
no one I had recruited personally too. Cohn Haynes was the leading ing the course of the season, injuries
playing for us. Last year, we had three. freshman rebounder in AMERICA are unavoidable. Quality depth will
This year, we'll have 10." This is what EAST. Dade Faison started for us, and be one of the biggest reasons for our
a college coach wants—to be able to was third in AMERICA EAST in as- team's successes this year. It will al
/y
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low us to play harder and be more ag see what we feel most confident cruiting, I have to be," he says.
gressive."
about, " Giannini says
Giannini believes that you can re
Bedard agrees He cites his own
The coach does offers these hints, cruit great players to UMaine, but he
conditioning work, along with the however: "Bedard is our point guard
admits the process is not without
work of other teammates, especially I He is a great player He's got profes- challenges
Fox, as important factors
( sional potential. And Allen Ledbet"We have a great university Peo
"Nate has worked hard and put ' ter is going to play We know that "
ple are treated well here We have an
himself in the position to have a real
Giannini says that with Meeks, international reputation as a land*
ly great year," says Bedard, who Wills, Bedard, Ledbetter, and Fox, he grant institution For an athlete, the
shares an apartment in Old
university is set up to offer
Town with Fox and a couple
academic and personal sup
of other UMaine students he
port for players We have
"Our goal is to make the
knew from his high school
good facilities We play a
days in Rumford.
good Division I schedule
NCAA Tournament, which
Bedard and Giannini
But, given our geographic
think having more and bet
location, recruiting is not
would make UMaine
ter players will make the
simple "
Black Bears more difficult to
He knows if he were at a
history. We think we have
coach against and prepare
more urban school, he could
for than in the past two years
see or talk w ith a recruit at 6
recruited players capable
"The game plans against
p m , and be home with his
Maine the past couple of
family by 8 p m Not so
of doing that."
years were very simple,"
when a ieciuiting trip re
says Giannini "Other teams
quires a drive from Orono to
focused on Ledbetter and
a distant destination, con
two other players (Meeks and Wills), has five players who are capable of suming several hundred miles and
and that made it difficult tor those scoring 20 points each on any given many hours
guys. "
night He thinks that makes it poten
But when his efforts bring success
Bedard agrees having a deeper tially the most offensively talented on the court and people in the seats,
team will help.
lineup in AMFRICA EAST basket he knows it is worth it
"We've got guys who can move up ball, maybe even comparable with
Giannini is hoping that crowds at
and down the court We also have the best in other conferences
Alfond for men's basketball w ill soon
some si/e, so we can play different
"Fox is as good a shooter as I have begin to rival the crowds of the past
lineups on a given night We have ever coached," says Giannini "He four years for women's basketball
some different options, big or small
and Bedard are proven players on a He is realistic, however, and he has
That's good," says Bedard, whose top 20, nationally ranked team "
the patience of a fisherman, which he
teams at Boston College played eight
Colin Haynes gives the Black is when he has the time to catch
or nine players Bedard averaged Bears another option for a starting I smallmouth bass at hrs home on
close to 20 minutes of playing time player.
Pushaw’ Lake
at BC his first year That amount was
"He has good size and would give
"I don't expect us to rise immedi
almost cut in half his second year, us a starting lineup that is very big ately to the level of ice hockey and
contributing to his decision to trans across the front line," the coach notes
women's basketball, they have tre
fer.
Regardless of who is in the start mendous support that has been built
Basketball aficionados who want ing lineup when UMaine opens its up with many years of success Andy
to know who Giannini expects to be season November 14, lots of will help us attract fans The fact is,
in his starting five this year may have UMaine's talented players are expect the area has showm with hockey that
a hard time finding out
ed to see court time
fans are willing to support [Black
"That will be a difficult decision,"
Putting together such a solid team Bear] teams even when they don't
the coach admits "We would have to doesn't come easy or without a cost
necessarily feature a Maine kid "
decide whether to start our five most Recruiting is the toughest part of his
He hopes to soon compete with
offensively talented players, or job, Giamnni says, both personally Delaware for top honors in atten
whether to go with our biggest line and professionally. This past year re dance figures in AMERICA EAST.
up, which might be better defensive cruitment efforts took him as far
"We will wait to see Alfond Are
ly and with rebounding. That's a de away as Europe
na completely full—I think it could
cision that will make itself when we
"I don't like to be away from my happen toward the second half of the
practice, play exhibition games, and family, and unfortunately with re • season," Giannini says
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Bill Bodwell '50
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of UMaine
Whether teaching

You probably think college students in 1998 know a lot about human

in the classroom,

of age in the free and easy '60s and '70s—they all talk to their kids

sexuality, right? I mean, these are the kids of baby boomers who came

about the facts of lite, don't they7 Besides, all our high schools have

taking questions

sex education now, right? And even if they didn't get anything in
school, they've all been bombarded with information from television,

on her radio show,

movies, magazines, and the Internet
Think again, says Sandy Caron, a LMaine Class of '79 graduate who

writing her column

is now an associate professor of family relationships at her alma mat
er. From her firsthand experience, a large number of America's col

for the Maine
Campus, or

working with
student groups,

Sandy Caron '79 is

lege-age students are still trying to understand their own sexuality
and to navigate their way through the often confusing world of dating

and intimate relationships
There is plenty of evidence to back up Caron's claim. For starters,

her introductory class in human sexuality at LMaine is the most pop

ular at the university, regularly drawing 400 students. Every year Ca
ron surveys those students, and the results indicate that they might
not be as prepared as we think. For example, out of the 375 students
1
surveyed last year, almost 40 percent had never asked their mothers a

helping UMaine

question about sex, 75 percent had never asked their fathers.

students better

shake her head at w'hat her students tell her

understand human

some first-year students say they have had more than one sexual part

sexuality.

Although there is little that shocks Sandy Caron, even she has to

"Sometimes the survey results are scary," she says. "For example,

ner and yet are not using condoms to protect themselves."
And then there is the voluminous number of questions Caron gets

in her widely read weekly Maine Campus column. Basic questions about
anatomy, pregnancy, sexual performance, sexually transmitted diseases,
homosexuality, and lots and lots about dating.

By Jim Frick
22 Maine
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Once, at the end of an academic a minute,"' Caron notes "The truth disclose things to even your most in
year, Caron ran a long list of questions is, that in the past 20 years, I actually timate partner "
in her column from UMaine seniors— think we have gone backwards in sex
One big problem, Caron says, is
ones that she had not been able to an education. Here I am in 1998, two de that we have allowed people to mis
swer during the year. Even she was cades after I was a UMaine graduate, represent what human sexuality is all
surprised by the fundamental level of and we arc struggling with all the about.
some of the questions from young same stuff"
"It's about understanding and tak
adults who were about to finish col
Caron requires the students in her ing responsibility for our bodies," she
lege. She introduced the column by human sexuality class to write a pa says "And how can you take respon
saying, "I thought it might be
sibility for your body if you
interesting for people to read
don't acknowledge that it
over these questions realizing
exists When people talk to
that these are our future
me about the 'Just Say No'
"The truth is, that in the past
teachers, doctors, and par
campaign, I always say I
ents."
agree w ith y ou totally as long
Caron also hosts a weekly
20 years, I actually
as you spell it k-n-o-w "
radio show on the UMaine
One thing Caron feels
student station where she
strongly
about is that stu
think we have gone
talks about problems and
dents need to be educated
fields students' questions
about sexuality before they
backwards in sex
She also gets plenty of e-mail
start puberty
messages and notes asking
"We shouldn't wait until
education. "
for advice All this has led to
girls have staited their peri
her sometimes being called
ods and are traumatized by
UMaine's Dr. Ruth or the
the expei ience because they
"sex doctor "
didn't know what the heck
What all the questions and the per titled "My Sex Fducation"or as was going on in their bodies, she
thirst for information indicate, Caron she calls it "Why is it that I'm 20 years says Let's teach what puberty is besays, is that we just haven't prov ided old and yet I'm sitting here in college toie kids get to it, so they aren't fright
young people with a solid foundation trying to understand sexuality7"
ened by it The same is hue with dat
in a very important area of lite
"Overwhelmingly, the papers I get ing and birth control mfoi mation
There was a time when Caron felt back could have been w ritten in the
\nd the same with information about
optimistic and encouraged about the 1950s," she says "They say they sexual oi lentation Kids have to learn
direction of sex education in Ameri didn't get any thing in school and their what being gay means and that it is
ca When she graduated from UMaine parents never talked to them about not all right to say 'faggot' or other
in 1979, she looked at what was hap sex Of course, thank goodness, you deiogatory w ords in school "
pening in the country and thought do always get the minority who were
Caron believes the recent incident
that very soon "sex education was blessed with parents w'hodid provide involving the murder of University of
going to be everywhere "
them with information or went to a Wvoming student, Matthew' Shepard,
In fact, there was no reason to think high school with a great health teach is a reminder of how much work is
otherwise. The '70s ushered in the so- er"
still needed in educating people about
called sexual revolution ("whatever
sexual orientation
that means," Caron quips). A Supreme
o Sandy Caron, what wre
"Homophobia is alive and well,"
Court decision on abortion rights and
need to do to help young she says "We need to help parents
easier access to birth control pills gave
people is obvious Parents and teachers who are concerned about
women much more control over their
and schools need to pro preventing violence and prejudice
bodies and their own fertility. And a vide honest, accurate information to Education about tolerance needs to
herpes epidemic made Americans kids, and start providing it at an early start in elementary school "
aware of the risks of promiscuous be- 1 age Unfortunately, she just doesn't
Caron believes that wre need a
havior. It seemed logical that better see that happening
much more realistic curriculum in
sex education was needed in our
"We have placed a real value on schools, one that discusses abstinence
schools to deal with a rapidly chang sexual ignorance in our culture," she as well as a full range of other options
ing society
notes. "It's sort of a 'I don't want to and precautions for kids who are go
So what happened?
tell you, because I know you'll run ing to be sexually active no matter
"We went through a real conserva right out and do it' mentality. We also what adults may tell them.
tive era when a lot of people said 'wait value secretiveness. It's not okay to
"Hey, I don't want kids to be sexu-

T
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ally active either/' Caron says "Not
until they are mature enough to be in
a loving relationship where they are
making their own choices and are not
exploited. But here is the thing about
abstinence' we can promote it all we
want but the reality is that some day
those young people are going to be
sexually active and at that time they
are going to need good information."
In other words, says Caron, pro
moting abstinence doesn't preclude
the need for sex education. In fact, she
adds, more sex education may even
increase abstinence.
"Research shows that people who
talk to their kids openly about sex are
more likely to delay sexual activity,"
she notes. "And when those kids do
finally get involved, it is more likely
to be in the context of a loving rela
tionship. Plus, they use protection.
Isn't that what we want?"
In other words, a parental dialogue
about sex and dating can help young
people know when it's time to say yes
as well as no. That is important to
Caron, who stresses the value of an

intimate, loving relationship. Unfortunately, she says, our discussions
about sex usually center on the nega
tive. There is no better example than
the extramarital affair of President
Clinton and the explicit report that fol
lowed it.
"Kids are asking their parents
questions about it," Caron says. "And
despite the inappropnatencss of it all,
that, at least, is a good thing. It's just
unfortunate that the discussion has to
center around something that was
immoral, controversial, and hurtful. It
would be so much better to have a
discussion with your kids about sex
uality that was healthy and positive.
Young people also need to get the
message that sex in a loving, nonabusive, caring relationship is a wonder
ful thing."
And while we are on controversial
subjects, one idea that Caron sup
ports— making condoms available to
high school students— is a very contoversial topic in Maine. Lots of peo
ple strongly disagree with the idea,
but to Caron, it's just common sense.

"We have to get over the idea that
if we make condoms available to high
school students they are all going to
rush out and have intercourse," she
says. "There are plenty of examples
of schools where condoms were intro
duced with no increase in sexual ac
tivity. But what did change was the
number of unplanned pregnancies
and sexually transmitted diseases—
those numbers went down."
Caron says that we are sending a
mixed message when we as society
tell young people to have safe sex but
then make it difficult for them to get
condoms.
"It's not about promoting sexual
activity," Caron says. "It's just better
to tell young people to think about the
consequences of sexual activity. It's
saying to them 'If you do choose to
be sexually active, then for goodness
sake protect yourself.' I mean, if we
knew we could get HIV from shaking
hands, we'd be handing out rubber
gloves everywhere. It's common
sense."
Caron sees Europe as a model of
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where better sex ed
"I work very hard
ucation pays divi
to try to understand
dends Every sum
this generation," she
mer, she takes a class
says "The music, the
that is credited
television shows, the
through Syracuse
movies I guess I
University (where
don't believe in the
she received her
old model of stand
Ph.D ) to stud} sex
ing behind a podium
education in other
and lecturing about
countries. What they
all the same stuff
find is generally evethey can read in the
opening.
textbook I see my
For
example,
job as getting them
Maine prides itself
inteiested in the sub
on having the third
ject so they want to
lowest teen pregnan
go back and read the
cy rate in the U.S But
book."
that rate pales in
Caron says she
comparison to most
just tries to teach the
European countries
way she always
For example, Den
wanted to be taught
mark, with a popula
Two of her pnmaiy
tion of five million,
role models were
had only 12 girls un
UMaine professor
der 16 give birth last
Iloyd Brightman
year Sweden, with 9
and Syracuse profesmillion people, had
soi Saul Gordon
only 35 Compare
Another good ex
Sandy Caron with Greek Peer educators, a group she organized to help
that with Maine,
ample
of innovative
raise awareness of issues such as rape, drinking, and unwanted sex
w'here, with just one
teaching is in her
million people, there
family
studies
wrere almost 100 births to girls under cies, you don't have abortions Why course Part of that course deals with
16
do we talk so much about aboition families in the colonial period Caron
"In comparison to the rest of the and so little about how to prevent the decided to come to class dressed in
country, Maine does a good job," Ca need foi abortion7"
colonial clothes and speak in the first
ron notes "But when you travel
While the problems of young peison about what life was like at the
around Europe, you realize that wre teens is a major concern of hers, Ca time
could do much better It comes down ron spends the vast majority of hei
In hei human sexuality class,
to sex education and services We time on the education of young when it s time to discuss teen preg
could slow the teen pregnancy rate adults In that capacity, she is univer nancy, she has played the role of the
down if we wanted to Sometimes, sally praised for hei dedication, teen, the mother of the teen, and the
after I travel around Europe, I won scholarship, and, most of all, for hei
teacher of teen to have her students
der if we will ever wake up "
innovation Last spnng she was pre see all perspectives on the subject
The problem of unwanted teen sented wuth the UMaine Presidential
"Then I ask whose fault it is," she
pregnancy, especially in the under-16 Outstanding Teacher Aw'ard, an hon says "I know this is an effective
age group is particularly troubling to or which both surprised and touched method because I have actually had
Caron. What bothers her the most is her
people come up and hug me after it's
I
why we spend so much time debat
Caron's teaching methods are o\ er I've done something similar for
ing abortion and so little discussing anything but traditional She might aging—played an aging woman to
prevention
begin a class with a short clip from make students aware of that experi
"You know, when you don't have "Seinfeld," a scene from a movie, or ence "
teen pregnancies, you don't have so a piece of contemporary music about
Along similar lines, Caron will
much controversy surrounding abor relationships Anything to engage the have her students play roles Often,
tion," she says. "In other w'ords, if students and get them thinking about she will pair students off and give
you don't have unwanted pregnan the subject matter.
them a scenario such as an unwant
26 Maine

ed pregnancy. The students have to problems at UMaine and campuses
research and talk to people about around the country—drinking and
their situation, and then report back unwanted sex
to class.
"It's an old problem that doesn't
And then there was the now-fa go away," Caron says. "Young peo
mous time that Caron had a skydiv ple drink too much and do things
er parachute onto campus carrying they wouldn't normally do Then
and then distributing her class's final they have lots of regrets the next
exams at the front of the Fogler Li morning. It could be a case of un
brary It was an event that received wanted sex, but alcohol can also conlots of press and got peo
ple on the UMaine camto realize that this
was no ordinary profes
sor.
It all sounds like fun.
But make no mistake
about it—Sandy Caron
takes academic perfor
mance seriously Lots of
undergraduates come
into her course thinking
there is nothing they
OB
''
/
ri
need to study for, but af
ter they bomb the first
test they quickly realize
there is a lot of academic
substance to the subject.
She is also serious Sandy Caron with her mentor, the late Professor Lloyd
about raising awareness after her University of Maine graduation in 1979.
of sexual relationship
problems on campus. She leads sev tribute to casual, unprotected sex,
eral peer awareness groups including which is scary in the era of AIDS.
Athletes for Social Responsibility, Unfortunately, these things happen
which she started in 1990, and a on a weekly basis here and at all col
group for fraternities and sororities leges. Again, we don't help kids learn
called Greek Peer Educators. Both fo about drinking in our society. We
cus on issues such as rape awareness, raised the drinking age and think we
drinking, and unwanted sex. Among have solved the problem "
their accomplishments are the pro
And that problem, Caron says, is
duction of several educational vid one that fraternities in particular
eos, posters, and pamphlets that are need to address. She hopes the new
distributed by national organiza video will help. In addition to use at
tions.
UMaine, it will be marketed to cam
"All the stuff is marketed nation puses all over America.
ally," Caron says "The NCAA now
Caron believes that just having the
uses our rape awareness and smart athletic and Greek peer awareness
sex videos for part of their life skills groups as presences on campus pays
training for athletes. It's great for dividends
these UMaine students to see things
"Athletes are in the limelight and
they produced used all over the coun when people see them involved in
try.
alcohol or rape awareness, it has an
Caron is currently working with impact," she says. "The other big ef
her Greek group to produce a video fect is that these athletes who are in
called "Liquor, Lust & the Law." It volved are going to be at those cam
will address one of the perennial pus parties and on those bus trips
£&>-•

where incidents occur. They can in
tervene, offer information and a dif
ferent perspective that might help
other people think about what they
are doing or saying."
Well, you'd think all of this, to
gether with keeping on top of the lat
est research in her field, and publish
ing several research articles a year,
would just about occupy all of Sandy
Caron's time. Not quite.
She also codirects the
Human Sexuality Clime
in Orono, where she and
psychologist John Hale
help couples with their
relationships
Her schedule seems
mindboggling, but she
seems to enjoy every
minute. It is, after all,
what she has wanted to
do since she was a stu
wt
dent at Brewer High
School.
"Everyone asks what
stirred this interest at
such an early age," Ca
Brightman,
ron says. "I was brought
up to see the great im
portance of education.
Yet in the area of human sexuality, we
weren't taught anything. That didn't
make sense to me even then. Plus, I
was a person who other people found
easy to talk to about their problems.
Finally, I guess I was influenced by
one of my teachers at Brewer, Jim
White. In his class on social issues,
he encouraged me to develop projects
around my interest in family relation
ships."
Caron was also very much influ
enced by the times. While she was
growing up in the late '60s and '70s,
abortion became legal, gay rights
were being discussed, and the wom
en's movement was coming of age.
It all led her to the position of "sex
doctor" and eventually back to
UMaine doing something she loves.
"It's been a real homecoming," she
said in a recent newspaper interview.
"I have a dream job. I have a job
where I teach things that are so im
portant."
a
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A Prescription
While he was in the middle of his career as a radiologist, Robert

Birchenough '64, M.D. hit upon a super-successful market

strategy that allowed him to retire early and start a whole new
occupation managing his own investment fund.

How do you go from being a radiol
ogist to a highly successful, award
winning investment strategist7 Well,
there were hints that Robert Birchen
ough '64 liked changing fields even
when he was an under
graduate at the University
of Maine
Birchenough started out
as a forestry major, but af
ter working in the woods
his first summer, decided
he "didn't really like being
out in the middle of no
where." He quickly
changed to economics, and
later to mathematics
After earning a master's
degree from Syracuse, he
taught school in New York
for six years before realiz
ing it just wasn't what he
wanted to do in life He
decided to give medicine a
try, but there was one small
problem: other than math,
he had no preparation for
med school.
That didn't deter Birch
enough. He took a year of
28 Maine

premed and then, already in his ear
ly 30s, was accepted to medical
school, eventually receiving his M D
from Penn in 1980
Birchenough then enjoyed a suc

cessful career in Hartford as a radi
ologist Foi the first time in his life
he had some disposable income, so
he staited to look for ways to invest
it He employed a financial advisor
and just like lots of other
people put some money into
stocks and bonds
But he wasn t happy with
his returns, so he decided to
learn more about the mar
ket It became something of
a hobby, and he eventually
took over all his own invest
ing utilizing his own sy stem
The results were rather phe
nomenal He started averag
ing returns of 45 percent By
1995, he had enough money
to retire
Not surprisingly, his fel
low hospital workers want
ed to know how he did it,
and so Birchenough started
giving seminars As a result,
many of those doctors asked
if they could invest wuth him
and a new career was born
Today, Birchenough man
ages his own fund, Birch's

for?
I'm looking for a strong relative val
ue, and by that I mean how is the
company doing compared to its com
petitors. I look for companies with a
relative value of greater than 90.
That's a number you can get from
Investors Business Daily and it repre
sents how well a company is doing
relative to the rest of the market. It is
a percentile.

Picks, out of his home in Lake
George, New York. That fund has av
eraged returns almost four times the
market average. He also recently
started a hedge fund called Kensing
ton Small Cap Growth Fund. Both
funds are run through Kensington
Management Associates in Hartford.
Birchenough still keeps his hand
in medicine, helping his wife Eliza
beth manage Radiology Internation
al, which runs seminars around the
world.
We talked to Birchenough about
his various careers, about the secrets
of his investment success, and about
his views on the current world finan
cial crisis and the volatility it is caus
ing on Wall Street
You have had amazing success with
your investment strategy. How did
it develop?
Well, after I had started investing
some money, I came across an article
in Money magazine about a guy who
had been doing very well in the mar
ket. It turned out to be William
O'Neil, who is now pretty famous
with Investor Business Daily. I read his
book and used some of his ideas. I
didn't do that well at first, but as I
learned more I started adding my
own twists and before long I was
doing very well. I did so well that I
found I could retire early.

Could you give us an example?
Sure. Let's say IBM has a relative val
ue of 91. That means it is in the 91st
percentile of all its competitors—all
the companies in the market.

Robert Birchenough '64

hind your investment strategy?
It's similar to the O'Neil method I
look for companies under a certain
size, under $400 million. And I look
for companies that are breaking new
ground—small growth companies. I
don't like to buy companies that are
headed down. I want the ones that
are heading upwards. And I don't
buy a stock just because it is low.
Sometimes the stocks we buy may
actually seem high. I look at the com
pany itself, not the price it is selling
for.
'

Tell us about your Birch's Pick's
fund.
It's managed right out of my home
here in Lake George. The fund is run
by Kensington Management Associ
ates in Hartford, where I'm a partner.
Most of the participants were initial
ly other doctors who wanted to in
vest with me after I started doing so
well in the market. There are still a
lot of doctors in the fund, but there
are also a variety of other people.

So you don't necessarily follow the
old "buy low, sell high" cliche?
Not always. I don't look too much at
the price of a company. That's a bit
unusual. Some people sell if they are
up 50 percent or buy more stock if a
company is down 50 percent. That
doesn't come into play in my philos
ophy. I look strictly at how the com
pany is doing.

What are some of the concepts be-

What are the indicators you do look

Anything else?
I also like the price/earnings ratio. I
look for it to be less than one. That
tells me that the price per share is low
compared to what the company is
selling. And I like to see an earnings
per share ratio above 85.

You must have to spend a good deal
of time studying.
I do spend a lot of time studying—
reading about the companies and
looking at the history of the market.
What I'm looking for are the compa
nies that haven't been discovered yet:
the Microsofts before they become
huge. I research through several mar
ket publications, including Zach's An
alyst Watch, which is a predictor of future earnings, and Daily Graphs,
which I like because it includes infor
mation on smaller companies.
Do you look for companies in any
particular industries?
What I'm looking for is the individu
al company more than the industry.
Sometimes you'll have a red hot in
dustry. For example, a year ago tech
stocks were hot. But even if they are
extremely hot I'm not going to buy
too many in one area because when
they cool they usually drop like cra-
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zy Of course, I do have a lot of tech
stocks in my fund, but I have lots of
other types of industries

Is there any industry you particular
ly stay away from?
I don't buy utilities They are very
stable, but they don't move much
They generally give nice dividends,
but dividends aren't in my mix I look
for growing companies that put pioflts back into their operation
When do you know it's time to sell?
I sell w’hen I think a company has
gotten too big or if its price has got
ten too high relative to its earnings
In my system, it's time to sell w hen a
hot new item has run its couise Of
course like anyone, it I hear bad new s
about a company I might sell, even if
I take a loss. In a fund like mine you
are going to get W' inners and losers—
that is w hy we invest in different ar
eas

How many stocks do you have in the
fund?
I try to keep 25 to 50 stocks at all
times That's my way of diversifying
You aren't going to win with all of
them, but with that many, you will
have some big winners that keep the
overall performance of the fund high

the money for something else in the
near future-vour kid's tuition or
whatever—this is probably not the
right fund But for someone who has
the extra money and would like to
look at early retirement, it might be
a good choice
How many people are in the fund
and what is the average investment?
Right now w e have 80 people in the
fund Out minimum investment was
recently raised from $25,000 to
$50,000 and the average investment
is about $80,000 The hedge fund I
started is for people with more to in
vest The minimum theie is $250,000
Has the recent volatility in the mar
ket changed any of your strategies?
The recent ups and downs aie discon
certing, but it doesn t affect my meth
od As I said, my buying and selling
are not based on maiket swings My
investment philosophy stays the
same year after year Small stocks,
which we have a lot of, were hit pret
ty hard, but if I change my method
I'll get in trouble later on W'ith my
type of strategy you have to ride the
ups and downs.

It sounds like your methods would
be termed aggressive.
My investment style is fairly aggressiv e I don't think it's high risk—you
won't lose all of your money. But you
will be up and down I tell people in
my fund they have to stick with it for
at least three years. I've never been
down three years after any start-up.

Do you think there is more volatili
ty ahead?
One thing I've learned over the yeais
is that nobody knows what the mar
ket will do in the short term It's guess
work People have predictions and
they are usually w long, although that
doesn't stop them from going back on
television I think the international
financial problems are going to con
tinue to cause volatility in the market for a w'hile

Who would you recommend for
Birch's Picks?
I would recommend people who
have expendable income that they
would like to see grow rapidly over
a five-to-10 year period. If you need

What about the long term?
I remain bullish about the long term,
but you have to stay with it through
thick and thin. Stick with it all the
way through and it will pay off It
took me a while to learn that Just
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look at the history The market has
averaged an 11 percent return So if
you stay wuth it you are going to do
quite well
What kind of advice would you give
to people who might be just start
ing to think about investing or de
veloping an investment strategy?
Well, if you have the time and the in
clination, I would recommend doing
it all yourself I really believe in that—
that way you are taking the respon
sibility and you can't blame anyone
if you don t do well And there are
plenty of good books out there to get
you staited I would suggest books
like O/ic Up on Wall Sheet, Beating the
Street, and Learn to Earn But of course
most people don t have the time or
mteiest So I would recommend you
look to a financial advisor

What should someone look for in a
financial advisor?
Look at his or her track record See
how- that peison has done in the past
Ask questions and let him know your
goals \ou have to be very careful to
pick someone whose philosophy is
compatible with youi own Some
people can't sleep if they are down
five percent in the market People like
that don't belong in my fund They
need a more conservative approach
I know in my fund, I don't want peo
ple calling me all upset because one
ol the stocks went down a couple of
points.
In addition to your funds, you help
your wife with her enterprise.
Yes, she has her own company called
Radiology International It gets us
traveling all over, w'hich w’e both love
to do It educates me about investing
When I go to Europe, 1 realize that
we arc something of an island here
in America I become aware that there
j are lots of other ways of doing things
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David Morton '89 Awarded Air Medal
for Dramatic Rescue at Sea
n the night of January 6,
1998, the tugboat Stone
Fueler was 60 miles south
of New Orleans in the Gulf of Mexi
co. The 65-foot-long vessel was re
turning to port when suddenly it be
came swamped in over 40 feet of
water caused by heavy rain, thunder
storms, and turbulent seas (this was
the same weather system that
brought Maine the ice storm)
As the Stone Fueler began to sink,
it sent out a distress call, initiating a
Coast Guard emergency response.
Fortunately for the six-member crew,
the tug settled on the bottom with its
pilot house and main mast remain
ing above water. A barge floated near
by, but not near enough to reach in
the rough seas and strong current.
The crew desperately clung to the
pilot house and the mast, hoping for
a quick response from the Coast
Guard.
And a quick response was on its
way, thanks in large part to the hero
ism and skill of UMaine alumnus
Lieutenant David C. Morton '89. The
Coast Guard helicopter commander
dodged towers, high tension wires,
and oil rig platforms, flying at 150
mph in less than one mile of visibili
ty. He traveled for over 60 miles at
an altitude of 300 feet, all the time
confronting the building storm.
Once on the scene, Morton hov
ered over the sunken ship, buffeting
winds, lightning, and driving rain for
35 minutes while his crew hoisted all
six people to safety
During the rescue, one survivor
inexplicably jumped into the churn
ing Gulf waters and was taken away
by the current. Morton immediately

armed forces who dis
tinguish themselves
by heroic or meritori
ous
achievement
while participating in
aerial flight. The cita
tion accompanying
the medal notes that
Morton's actions were
"instrumental in the
saving of six lives."
When asked to
11 IS
comment, Morton
played down his per
sonal part in the har
rowing mission.
"The training and
teamwork of my crew
allowed us to get
these people and re
turn in one piece," he
said. "I'm happy we
were able to help
Coast Guard Lieutenant David Morton
them."
Morton is a native
ordered a rescue swimmer to enter of Limerick, Maine, and a graduate
the water from the helicopter. The of Massabesic High School. While
swimmer reached and controlled the earning his B.A. at the university, he
panicked victim just as he was about was a member of the Delta Tau Delta
to be swept under the barge. One by fraternity. He became a naval officer
one, the survivors were winched through a joint UMaine and Maine
onto the helicopter on a cable.
Maritime Academy NROTC pro
Following the rescue, the poor gram.
weather forced Morton to land and
Morton has been a naval aviator
spend the night at Grande Isle, Lou since 1991. He currently serves as
isiana.
chairman of the Flight Standards
For his daring rescue, Morton was Board and is also an instructor pilot
presented with the Air Medal during at the air station. He lives in New Or
a ceremony at the Coast Guard Air leans with his wife Carol, and is cur
Station New Orleans.
rently working on a graduate degree
The Air Medal was created in 1942 in the executive MBA program at the
and is individually authorized by the University of New Orleans.
President of the United States. It is Photograph and infoiniation com tesy of the
awarded to those members of the United States Coast Guard
V'"*’
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Webber Energy’s Larry
Mahaney ’51 donates
$300,000 to student
aspirations
Growing up in an apartment above a
clothing store on Main Stieet in Fort
Fairfield, Larry Mahaney '51, '55G
knew the value ot aspiiations He
knew he wanted a better lite and that
if he worked hard, he would likely
get it
The \ oung Mahaney worked a va
riety of odd jobs as a youth In addi
tion to picking potatoes, he pulled
mustard greens for $1 a day, caddied
Larry Mahaney '51, '5sG
at the country club for 25 cents for
nine holes, and set pins at the bowl
ing alley for 10 cents a string He
But Mahaney w anted to do more
helped w’ork his way through the So he called his friend Bob Cobb,
University of Maine by operating a dean of the college of education and
jackhammer
human development at UMaine, to
By almost any account, Mahaney ask if he knew of any ways Mahaney
has achieved that better life he sought could leach more Maine students
as a child Today he serves as chief with his philanthropic efforts Cobb
executive officer of Webber Energy
put him in touch with UMaine pro
Now he is using his corporate fessor Russ Quaglia, director of the
clout in hopes of encouraging Maine National Centei for Student Aspira
students to follow their dreams With tions (NCSA) Soon Quaglia was talk
a $300,000 donation from Webber, the ing to Mahaney about the need foi
state plans to survey more than bettei information about Maine stu
100,000 Maine schoolchildren about dents' aspirations
what they want out of life and how’
Mahaney was immediately sold
they plan to get it
on the aspiiations endeavoi Sifting
Mahaney said his company decid through a pile of papei on his desk,
ed to fund the survey because it is he pulled out a list of the eight con
"going to touch so many kids."
ditions for success that the NCSA has
"This is something that can inspire compiled He read through several of
kids from all ov er the state," he add the conditions a sense of belonging,
ed.
a spirit of adventure, having fun and
It's not the first time Mahaney and excitement, confidence to take action,
Webber Energy have supported edu • and heroes
cation. Thirty years ago, Mahaney
They sounded familiar to Mah
started a scholarship program at aney. He uses the same conditions to
Webber that gave $500 in scholarship motivate his employees to do well
money to local high schools
He especially liked the idea of sur
Over the years, the company has veying Maine kids about their goals
given more than $1 million to educa I
With hard data in hand, state pol
tional causes
icymakers can better tackle what
32 Maine

many lawmakers have
called the "aspirations
gap" between the per
centage of Maine stu
dents who go to college
and those who do not
Mahaney hopes the
survey will provide an
swers about how many
students want to go to
college, and if they
don t, why not
Although
some
schools might not like
what is found, Mah
aney hopes changes
will be made He says
he just doesn t see
enough Maine youngsteis striving foi gieatness (From a Bangor Daily News stoly by Susan Young.)

Jim Robbins '67 offers
conservation plan for
Nicatous Lake
Iim Robbins 67 and his biother Jenness, the foui th-geneiation ow ners of
Robbins I umber Company in Searsmont, weie looking to increase their
timberland base in 1996 when they
came upon a 22,276-acre parcel surlounding Nicatous Lake
Then initial thought was to cover
the costs of acquiring the propei ty by
selling off lake-fiont paicels for de
velopment But then they w ent up to
the Hancock County site and "kind
of fell in love with the land "
Two years later, the brothers have
brought together w hat may be an
unprecedented partnership of private
landow ners, state officials, and con
servation organizations to propose
the most ambitious project of its kind
in Maine's history.
The Robbinses have proposed the

following: 76 of the lake's roughly 100
small islands, a 243-acre parcel con
necting Nicatous Lake to the adjacent
state-owned Duck Lake, and perma
nent protection for the lake's unde
veloped shoieline in exchange for $3
million to $5 million. Robbins esti
mates that is about 60 to 70 percent
of what the company could have
made by developing the land.
The forest land is filled with white
pine, the staple of the brothers' mill.
And the lakeshore is all but undevel
oped, with just two small lodges and
a handful of private camps. The lake
lies in a remote unorganized town
ship in Hancock County, but is only
an hour from Bangor.
Robbins says his company paid a
fair market value for the land, given
their initial intention of developing
it. Now that they have decided not
to develop around the lake, he and
his brother hope to get enough mon
ey back that they can afford to man
age it for its timber value
Another UMaine alumnus, Alan
Hutchinson '69, executive director of
the Forest Society of Maine, is one of
the primary people involved in try
ing to broker the deal. Hutchinson is
the former head of the Maine Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wild
life. He is enthusiastic about the pro
tection the Robbins plan would have
for wildlife (part of the area is home
to bald eagles) as well as the recre
ational value for Maine citizens.
Hutchinson expects the project
will take three years to finance and is
looking to state and federal programs
for the funding. The precise financial
needs are still undetermined.
Right now very little money is
available for land acquisition Hutch
inson is approaching various non
profit land trust groups. The state is
also working to get funding for the
Nicatous project from Congress.
(From a story by Orna Izakson, Bang
or Daily News.)

Eric Weinrich '89
giving back to his
home state
Chicago Blackhawks defenseman
Eric Weinrich '89 wanted to give
something back to the state "which
has given a lot to me." He did that
this summer by sponsoring the first
Eric Weinrich Celebrity Golf Tourna
ment at the Woodlands Country Club
in Falmouth
The tournament raised $72,000 for
the Alzheimer's Association. Much of
that money will be used within

York Rangers goalie Mike Richter,
Tony Amonte of the Blackhawks,
former Boston Bruins star Derek
Sanderson, current Bruin Ted Do
nato, and former UMaine stars Keith
Carney '92 of the Blackhawks, Mike
Dunham '93 of Nashville, and Garth
Snow '92 of Vancouver.
Getting such a celebrity lineup
took some effort.
"We've worked pretty hard,"
Weinrich said. "The real positive
thing that will come out of this will
be the public awareness of the dis
ease." (Information from the Maine
Sunday Telegram.)

Ormand Wade '61
presents gift for
Memorial Union
renovation

Eric Weinrich '89

/

I

Maine. Weinrich's grandfather
passed away from Alzheimer's.
"It's kind of a personal thing for
me," he said. "I didn't get to see him
much, but when I did, I saw what an
awful disease it is. It was very trau
matic and it hurt real bad when he
passed away. I've got a real good
feeling about this charity and the lit
tle bit we're doing."
Other NHL stars who participat
ed in the tournament were John Le
Clair of the Philadelphia Flyers, New

University of Maine alumnus Or
mand Wade '61 has made a gift of
$250,000 to the renovation and expan
sion of Memorial Union. The gift will
be used for a Leadership Center on
the second floor which will house
student organizations.
Wade felt strongly about support
ing student groups on campus be
cause when he was a UMaine student
he served as president of the Inter
fraternity Council, Delta Tau Delta
fraternity, and the Senior Skulls.
Wade is a former vice chairman of
the Ameritech Company who also
served as a trustee of the University
of Chicago. This fall, he took over as
chair of the UMaine President's De
velopment Council.
Wade has also made significant
contributions to the UMaine school
of marine science, including a fund
named after his father Charles H.
Wade.
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A Feast of
Lobster
Knowledge
Lobsters Inside-Olt
By Robert and Juanita '87G Bayer
Illustrated by Majo Keleshian and
Marcia Spencer '89

Story by Susan Young
(Story and photo courtesy of the
Bangoi Daily Nczus)

t began as a way to keep their
children from fighting in the
back seat of the family car on
an interminable trip down
Route 9. To keep their two daughters
and son quiet on a trek to a hockey
tournament in Canada more than a
decade ago, Bob and Juanita Bayer
asked them to write down everything
they thought other kids would want
to know about lobsters.
While still on the road, the list of
questions was refined into an outline
and the outline became a book
Lobsters Inside-Out, which aims to
answer commonly asked questions
about lobsters from what they eat to
how they tell their age, is in its third
printing
Although Bob, executive director
of the Lobster Institute of the Univer
sity of Maine, and Juanita, a special
education teacher at State Street
School in Brewer, are listed as its au
thors, it's clear the workbook was a
family affair.
"It was a way to keep them quiet,
really," Juanita Bayer said with a
laugh, looking toward son Andrew,
the reason for the fateful trip.
Andrew, a '97 UMaine graduate
and aspiring teacher, has the most

I
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mature while eating
crabs, clams, mussels,
and other lobsters
The book also dis
cusses more complicat
ed issues such as diseas
es and conservation For
example, if a lobster
man catches a female
w ith eggs on the outside
of her body, a small Vnotch will be carved
into a tail flipper before
she is returned to the
ocean It is illegal to
keep a lobster with a Vnotch, which lasts
through several moltmgs. Studies in Maine
have shown that Vnotched lobsters grow
Bob and Juanita '87G Ba\er
to be larger than the av
firsthand experience using the book erage female that is caught
as a teaching tool While student
As do the people w ho wrote it, the
teaching at Enfield Station Elemen book also has a lighter side
tary School, he used the book, which
It's clear Bob Bayer's favorite part
he said could easily lend itself to les of the paperback book is the dinner
sons on geography, science, math, plate dissection, which he frequent
and writing He said he w'as sur ly mentions In this activity, young
prised by how little the pupils knew- sters are encouraged to identify the
about lobsters, Maine's most well- gender of the lobster, determine if it
known crustacean
has molted recently by examining the
The Bayers aim to change that shell, and see what it dined on by
through their latest workbook, which looking at its stomach and intestines
they hope wnll be sold throughout
Although some parents may ad
Maine and Canada's Maritime Prov monish their children for playing
inces. While earlier editions of the with their food, Bob said lobsters —
book were more rudimentary, the re "the ultimate finger food"— must be
cently' released third edition is aimed handled to be enjoyed
at teachers and their y'oung pupils,
And members of the Bayer family
primarily fifth- and sixth-graders In have undoubtedly handled their
addition to detailed descriptions and share of lobsters They serve up the
drawings of lobsters and their envi crustaceans whenever they have outrons from Newfoundland to North of-towm guests Boiled is best, Juani
Carolina, the book includes a quiz, ta said Bob prefers his cold wuth
puzzles, and a maze, as well as di cocktail sauce Although Andrew
rections for writing a poem
says he isn't much for seafood, and
The book begins with a lobster Meghan, a doctor in Ohio, doesn't
hatching from an egg (the size of the care for them either, youngest daugh
head of a pin) before descending to ter Alison can't get enough of the
the bottom of the ocean, where it will clawed creature

12 Drummers Drumming
By Diana Deverell '80G
Avon Books, 1998

On a crisp and
cold
winter
night, exactly
ten years after
the destruction
of Pan Am
flight 103 over
Lockerbie, Scot
land, another
major commercial airliner explodes
mid-flight with no survivors and no
one to claim responsibility. At first,
Casey Collins, a U.S State Depart
ment intelligence analyst, believes
that her Polish lover was on the flight,
and she makes it her mission to hunt
down whoever planted the bomb. To
her amazement and joy, Casey dis
covers that Stefan is, in fact, alive and,
as an agent for Danish intelligence,
more immersed than ever in the bat
tle against terrorism. Now Casey
must join him or risk losing him for
ever. Casey and Stefan become em
broiled in a relentless game of cat and
mouse where they must hunt down
the terrorists before they execute their
master plan of destroying 12 com
mercial airliners on the 12th day of
Christmas.
However, the stakes keep rising
and Casey finds herself tangled in a
complex web of multi-leveled decep
tion that convinces the FBI that she is
somehow responsible for the bomb
ing. Now, she must prove her inno
cence or go to jail for treason.
In her literary debut, Deverell
draws on her state department expe
rience, which began after her mas
ter's degree in public administration
with a U.S. Foreign Service assign
ment in war-torn El Salvador, and
later service in Poland and Washing
ton, D. C. "Diana has skillfully cap
tured the drama and detail of foreign
service life and the relentless, me
19* (lilTHIPFO 111
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thodical battle against borderless ter
rorism," says Ambassador Ralph
Frank. Although Casey Collins' ca
reer mirrors the author's, Casey's in
terest in the counter-terrorist field is
hers alone. "Her career became much
more exciting than mine ever was,"
Deverell says. Today, she lives with
her family in Oregon, and is at work
on a second novel.
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Rafting to the Indies
By Carl Osgood '38, '43G
Vista House, 1997

In the late
1700s, young
men from Cape
Ann venture
up the coast to
settle new land
in the District
of Maine. This
story is a fasci
nating
and
down-to-earth tale about human per
sonalities and skills, and of the legal,
economic, and military difficulties
encountered as the new nation is
formed. Author Carl Osgood, an en
gineer and writer with deep roots in
the State of Maine, clearly brings out
the interdependence of young mus
cles and older experience, along with
their ingenuity, drive, and worries.
After choosing a location along the
sparsely settled Kennebec River, tim
ber is cleared, crops planted, camps
built, and a dam and sawmill are laid
out. These pages teach the intricacies
of older technologies—for building a
mill pond dam, a sawmill, a raft, and
a bridge.
This gripping and complex tale is
a good account of rough and ready
living—and doing business—as
Maine's pioneers establish a commu
nity in the late eighteenth century.

Go Close Against the Enemy
By Takis and Judy Kerley Iakovou '71
St. Martin's Press, 1998

Julia Lambros
narrates this
very contempo
rary cozy in
which she as
sists in the run
ning of her hus
band's Greek
cafe in Delphi,
Georgia. Nick and Julia have a cute
dog, a huge and endearing cook,
Spiro, from Crete, and an interesting
way of fitting their urban ethnicity
into their small southern town—
they're sleuths.
Just as the IRS begins to audit the
Lambros' restaurant, Julia and Nick
are embroiled in more serious trou
ble when a young acquaintance
comes to them for help. April Folsom
and her husband, Davon, are griev
ing over the death of their stillborn
son. This simple tragedy is compli
cated when the congregation of their
small town church becomes divided
over the issue of whether April and
Davon can bury their son in the
church cemetery, since the congrega
tion led by Walter Fry is predomi
nantly white, like April, and Davon
is black. As Deacon Fry leads a pro
test at the cemetery, April threatens
Fry with a gun. No one is surprised
when Fry is found dead three days
later, and no one believes that April
could possibly be innocent—except
Nick and Julia.
Authors Takis and Judy Kerley
Iakovou are at work on their fourth
Nick and Julia Lambros novel, and
have plots and plans for more. They
currently live in Athens, Georgia,
where they split their time between
their restaurants—The Checkered
Cloth Cafe and The Silver Screen
Grill—their writing, and their fami
ly life.
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A Message from the Chair ...

A Perfect Match — Your gift
and Your Employer’s Matching Gift
Gregory D. Jamison ’72
1997 — 98 Campaign Chair
Annual Alumni Fund
he University of Maine benefits

T

each time a contributor makes

the effort to use a corporate
matching gift. Here are the ten
most common excuses why matching
gifts aren’t used — and reasons why
you should.

the rest. Your employer will then send
their matching gift check to MAINE.
It’s that simple.

6. I can’t get my gift matched this year

because I matched it last year. You can
have your gift matched every year, but

you should be aware that many compa

nies have a deadline each year to apply
for a match. Ask your personnel office
about your employer’s deadline.
7. I’m retired. Many matching gift

1. My gift is too small. Although some
gift programs will only match gifts

above a certain level, often that’s as
low as $25. Some companies also limit the maximum
amount they’ll match, but that can be as high as $40,000
per employee per year. The truth is that gifts of every size
are important to MAINE’S future.
2. I don’t work for a matching gift company. Your spouse’s
employer may match your gift — ask! You might even

consider asking your employer to start a matching gift
program if one doesn’t exist.
3. My boss won’t like it. Matching gift programs are set up

as a way for companies to make charitable contributions

to organizations that are important to their employees.
The company sets the money aside, but you have to ask
for the match to be made. Matching gifts make your
employer look good, and you’ll feel great knowing diat
your company has doubled or even tripled your gift.

4. The company will deduct the amount of the match
from my paycheck. Matching gifts are a free benefit for
employees and won’t cost you in any way.
5. It’s too difficult. To find out if your employer has a
matching gift program, contact your company’s person
nel office or the University of Maine Annual Alumni
Fund. Then, when you make a gift, simply complete
your employer’s matching gift instructions and we’ll do

companies continue to match gifts

from their retirees.
8. My matching gift won’t make a
difference. Often a matching gift will propel you into an
even higher giving level in the Annual Alumni Fund at
no additional cost. For example, when you have your

$500 Stein Club gift matched 1 to 1, it’s really worth
$1,000 to MAINE and places your gift level at the
President’s Club!

9. MAINE doesn’t need my matching gift. Your gift, when

combined with others, can be significant. Last year,
matching gifts to MAINE represented 15 percent of the
total annual fund.

10. I keep forgetting. Your gift and your employer’s match
ing gift, regardless of size, will combine with many other
alumni gifts to ensure a bright MAINE future! So please,
remember MAINE!

“We use the State Farm Insurance
matching gift every year when we
make our annual contribution. The
match lets us do more for MAINE!”
Dick Hogan ’60 and

Nancy Nichols Hogan ’62, 65G
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IT’S NOT REALLY AN EMERGENCY OR AN ACADEMIC TEST IT’S A QUICK TEST OF UMAINE PRIDE.
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If your mailing address below has the letter M as
shown, you are a dues-paying member of the
UMaine Alumni Association and1 already receive
the benefits of membership.

If your address does not have this letter, you can join
thousands of others who maintain their pride in their
school' by becoming dues-.paid. members of its
Alumni Association.
5
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123456
M
Im A. Member
1250 College Avenue
Orono, ME 04473

-

V. w

,

123456
Not A. Member
1250 College Avenue
Orono, ME 04473

As a member of the Association, you receive several benefits including travel discounts, advance notice of
alumni events in your area, rebates at the Bookstore and much more. Join today to put the M in your address.
A card is inside this magazine for your convenience or call (207) 581-1138 collect and ask for Kim to use your
Mastercard or VISA.
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THANK YOU. THIS CONCLUDES OUR TEST.
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